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INVENTION DISCLOSURE FORM
This is NOT legal advice and is a form, not a book or article. Please retain a competent patent attorney for legal advice. 
Client File Number and/or Project Name (if any):_________________________

Please supply the following requested information as best you can.  Do not agonize over not being able to supply information you do not have. 

Inventor Names and contact information:

Note that the inclusion or exclusion of inventors is legally important. An inventor is defined as a person who has contributed to a claim in an issued patent.  Include all such people who have made creative contributions to the design or development of the invention. It is nice to include a manager or department head who has provided encouragement and support, but it is not legally sound unless the manager has made creative contributions to the invention itself. It is also nice to include a technician who has worked hard on the project, but again this inclusion is not legally sound unless the technician has made creative (inventive) contributions to the invention.  Improper inclusion or exclusion of inventors can jeopardize the enforceability of an issued patent. 
	Inventor name
	E-mail address
	Business phone

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


What is the problem or unmet need the invention addresses?
How have others addressed this need or problem? 
Please include patent numbers, competitor brochures, articles, book chapters, etc, to aid us in understanding the background of the invention. 
Specifically describe the invention and the use or operation of the invention.  Please include hand drawings, CAD drawings, photographs, etc. Photographs of mock-ups of the invention may be helpful as well.  Please write the names of the parts of a device on a photocopy of the photos or drawings with lines pointing to the part. Also include such copies without the part names or lead lines written on the document. Very heavy black markers work well on even grey areas of photocopies.  On very dark areas, a piece of large white-out tape or a Post-It® note may be put in the dark area and written on. If you have CAD files or Solid Works e-drawings please send them along. 
Please list any information that might be useful to us in searching for prior art, although we are not committing to do such a search.  This includes terms of art used in the inventive field, companies that might have patents, and key inventors working for competitors...  Please include any patents or patent publications not listed above, including any “grand daddy” patents that may not include your invention, but may be referred to by many later patents. 
List all possible uses for the invention.
When was/is the first sale, offer for sale, or commercial use.  A U.S. patent cannot be filed more than one year from the date of first sale, offer for sale, or secret commercial use. 

Please list the date of the first sale, offer for sale, or use of the invention to make money.  An offer for sale is an offer that could be accepted by another party to form a legally binding contract. Please state the date, and to whom the sale or offer for sale was made. 

When was/is the first public disclosure, publication, and/or posting on the Internet? It may be impossible to obtain some international patent protection if such publication is made prior to a patent application filing.  A U.S. patent application cannot be filed more than one year from such date unless this application claims priority to a patent application earlier than that. . 
If possible, please list the elements of the apparatus in a bullet point format and indicate what part is new.  E.g. if hamburgers were known, and your invention is the cheeseburger, such a list might read:
 -top piece of bread product, 
-cheese, (the point of novelty of the invention)

-cooked ground meat patty, 
-bottom piece of bread product. 
If possible, please list the steps in the invention method in a bullet point format and indicate what step(s) is/are new. If the omission of a step is part of the invention, please state that as well. 
If possible, please complete the following sentences. If these are not possible or too difficult, move on. 

I believe I am the first person to invent a device having the following parts:

…..

I believe I am the first person to invent a method having the following steps:

…..

If possible, please describe the “gist” of your invention in one sentence. If this is not possible or too difficult, move on. 
For each inventor, please list: country of citizenship; city, state, and country of residence; and mailing address (which need not be the residence). 
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